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July 2026 Newsletter

TOWNSHIP BOARD: Contact information for all board members can be accessed on the township’s website,
www.ogemawtownship.org. Township meetings are on the 31 Wednesday of each month at 5:00 PM. See you there!

GARBAGE/TRASH: The board is exploring a township-wide trash service. This will be on the ballot in August. The
cost savings for the entire township are substantial compared to a single resident rate. Each household is allowed 8
bags or one 95-gallon trash container (provided by hauler) plus 4 bags picked up weekly. One bulk item per week is
allowed. Bulk items include excess household trash, cardboard, bicycles, mattresses, car seats, grills w/no propane
tanks, TV’s, furniture fixtures, sofas, chairs, and tables. Unacceptable bulk items include household chemicals, pool
chemicals, oil, antifreeze, automotive filters, batteries (small or large), cooking oils, paint and items containing fuel
(lawn mowers or propane tanks). This 3-year contract has no fuel surcharge. Bids were obtained for best pricing. The
cost is $150.00/year for each household dwelling. This equates to approx. $12.50/month. If approved, this fee will
appear on your winter tax bill starting in 2026. This is a one-time yearly payment for you. The Township board
manages payment to the trash company. This is a convenient, weekly trash service. There will be less trash along
roadsides and in the woods. In addition, only one heavy trash truck will be traveling on township roads instead of
several various haulers.

A YES vote will approve a single-hauler contract for service to all households. It is paid for by a trash
assessment of $150 per year per household. (not per parcel).

A NO vote is for maintaining the current process, where households choose and pay for their own services
through providers of their choice.

ROADS: The Ogemaw County Road Commission is not completing any shared road improvement projects in Ogemaw
Township during 2026. More urgent repairs to damaged roads and culverts during the spring floods have taken
priority. The asphalt overlay on Ski Park Road is now postponed.

DDA: The Ogemaw Township Downtown Development Authority (DDA) non-motorized pathway construction will
begin in July this year. The pathway will extend west of the Welcome Motel to a pedestrian crosswalk at the Meijer
store traffic light. Thank you to our local DDA and the Michigan Dept. of Transportation (MDOT) for their efforts. All
costs for this project, including the design and construction of the pathway, have been approved through the “Carbon
Reduction Program” administered by MDOT. Yvonne DeRoso is the chairperson of our DDA. She has worked tirelessly
to accomplish many projects in our township and throughout our whole community and we thank Yvonne for her
continued support and efforts!

WATER: Ogemaw Townships water supply is located on Ski Park Road. We serve 30 customers, both Residential and
Commercial. Soon, Ogemaw Township will be connecting to the City of West Branch water system. You will see a new
water tower being constructed behind the Brook Assisted Living complex. This connection will allow for much more
capacity as our Township and Community continues to grow.

CEMETERY: Ogemaw Township has a cemetery, named Ogemaw Springs, located off Detroit Street in the Village of
Ogemaw. Check our web page, www.ogemawtownship.org for specific directions. The township also has a web site
“The Crypt Keeper” for the cemetery. You can view the map and locate people buried there or find a plot to purchase.
Lots are $200 for township residents and $400 for non-residents. Contact the township clerk for more information or
to make a purchase. To access the web site go to https://ckonline.tbgtom.com/Login.aspx. The username is “Ogemaw
Springs Public” and the password is “viewing.” New cemetery rules are in place to address specifics on placement of
benches. Please visit our twp. website for more details. Sincerely, Ogemaw Township Board.




